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Mandate  
 
The United Nations Security Council has a primary responsibility to maintain 
international peace and security under Chapter V, Article XXIII of the United 
Nations (UN) Charter. The council can determine the existence of threats to 
international peace and security and, following such confirmation, can consider 
political, diplomatic and economic avenues of response to address the problem 
at hand. However the UN Security Council is the only body that has the power to 
authorise the legitimate use of force; and unlike other UN bodies, Security 
Council resolutions that have been passed are binding and must be adopted by 
all members.  
 
The Security Council consists of fifteen members, five of which are permanent 
members- &ÒÁÎÃÅȟ ÔÈÅ 0ÅÏÐÌÅȭÓ 2ÅÐÕÂÌÉÃ ÏÆ #ÈÉÎÁȟ ÔÈÅ 2ÕÓÓÉÁÎ &ÅÄÅÒÁÔÉÏÎȟ ÔÈÅ 
United States of America and the United Kingdom. These permanent members 
have the power to veto the adoption of Security Council resolutions. The 
remaining members are rotated based on two year terms and are non-
permanent.  
 
 

Background  
 
Historical Context 
)ÒÁÎȭÓ ÎÕÃÌÅÁÒ ÐÒÏÇÒÁÍ ÉÓ ÏÎÅ ÏÆ ÔÈÅ ÍÏÓÔ ÃÏÎÔÅÎÔÉÏus issues within not just the 
Middle East but of the world as a whole. Where some states have continued to 
defy the general trend towards nuclear non-proliferation,  Tehran has insisted 
that it has a right to develop a peaceful nuclear program and has rejected 
Western suspicions that it is seeking to build a nuclear weapon.  
 

The history of Iran's nuclear program dates back to 1950 and the 60's during 
the reign of the Shah. However it was quickly abandoned in the aftermath of the 
1979 revolution. Then in August 2002 the Paris based Iranian opposition group 
The National Council of Resistance of Iran (NCRI) revealed the existence of an 
undeclared uranium enrichment plant at Natanz and a heavy water plant at 
near Arak. The government of Mohammed Khatami faced with the possibility of 
a referral to the UN Security Council. Instead chose to cooperate with 
negotiations lead by the EU-3 (France, Germany, and Great Britain). Tehran 
agreed to suspend its enrichment of uranium and permitted the entry of 
inspectors from the International Atomic Energy Agency (IAEA). At the same 
time continuing talks with the EU-3.         
 

Nevertheless, in August 2005, with the election of conservative hard liner 
Mahmoud Ahmadinejad replacing the relatively moderate Khatami, Iran 
informed the IAEA that it would resume the conversion of uranium ore at its 
Esfahan facility, a prelude to uranium enrichment. This lead to a strong 
condemnation from both the IAEA and the international community. (See 
Appendix for an explanation of the Nuclear Fuel Cycle) 
  

Ahmadinejad's election and subsequent but controversial re election has 
created an ominous cloud over the Middle East.  In an infamous speech to 3000 
ÓÔÕÄÅÎÔÓ ÉÎ 4ÅÈÒÁÎ ÓÁÉÄ ÔÈÁÔ Ȱ)ÓÒÁÅÌ ÍÕÓÔ ÂÅ ×ÉÐÅÄ ÏÆÆ ÔÈÅ ÍÁÐȱȢ 4ÈÅÓÅ 



 

comments coupled with IranȭÓ ÃÏÎÔÉÎÕÁÌ ÄÅÆÉÁÎÃÅ ÏÆ ÔÈÅ ÉÎÔÅÒÎÁÔÉÏÎÁÌ 
community have left Israel feeling increasingly threatened. During an interview 
last year Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu said the challenge posed 
ÂÙ )ÒÁÎ ÓÔÁÎÄÓ ÁÓ Á ȰÈÉÎÇÅ ÏÆ ÈÉÓÔÏÒÙȱȢ (Å ÁÄÄÅÄ ÔÈÁÔ Ȱ7ÅÓÔÅÒÎ ÃÉÖÉÌÉÓÁÔÉÏÎȱ 
would have failed should Iran develop a nuclear weapon. 

 

Important UN Documents 
From 2005- 2008 the UN Security Council passed no less than five resolutions 
demanding that Iran suspend all enrichment related activities.     
 

While Resolution 1696 only demanded Iran cease all enrichment and 
threatened sanctions. Resolution 1737 blocked the import and export of 
sensitive nuclear and ballistic missile material. As well as the training of Iranian 
nationals in disciplines that would contribute to its nuclear program. Resolution 
1747 targeted Iran's financial sector calling upon States to not enter into any 
new commitments to grants and financial assistance with the Government of 
Iran. In addition Resolution 1803 singled out Bank Melli and Bank Saderat. 
Finally Resolution 1835 served as reminder of Iran's repeated indiscretions a 
call to come to a negotiated solution.  
 
Nuclear Non Proliferation Treaty (NPT)  
Under the terms of the Nuclear Non Proliferation Treaty (NPT), Iran as 
signatory and classified as non nuclear weapon state is obliged to abide its rules. 
Article 3 section 1 of the NPT states that.  
   

1. Each non-nuclear-weapon State Party to the Treaty undertakes to 
accept safeguards, as set forth in an agreement to be negotiated and 
concluded with the International Atomic Energy Agency in accordance 
with the Statute of the International Atomic Energy Agency and the 
!ÇÅÎÃÙȭÓ ÓÁÆÅÇÕÁÒÄÓ ÓÙÓÔÅÍȟ ÆÏÒ ÔÈÅ ÅØÃÌÕÓÉÖÅ ÐÕÒÐÏÓÅ ÏÆ ÖÅÒÉÆÉÃÁÔÉÏÎ ÏÆ 
the fulfilment of its obligations assumed under this Treaty with a view to 
preventing diversion of nuclear energy from peaceful uses to nuclear 
weapons or other nuclear explosive devices. Procedures for the 
safeguards required by this Article shall be followed with respect to 
source or special fissionable material whether it is being produced, 
processed or used in any principal nuclear facility or is outside any such 
facility. The safeguards required by this Article shall be applied on all 
source or special fissionable material in all peaceful nuclear activities 
within the territory of such State, under its jurisdiction, or carried out 
under its control anywhere.  

 
International Atomic Energy Agency (IAEA) 
The role of the International Atomic Energy Agency (IAEA) has been crucial in 
negotiations over the years.  
 

In January 2010 Tehran rejected an IAEA proposal made in October 2009 which 
would allow it to send 75 percent of its low enriched uranium (LEU) to Russia 
and France. To be turned into fuel for a Tehran medical research reactor.  Then 
IAEA chief Mohamed ElBaradei continued to seek a compromise to rescue the 
deal even suggesting that Iran send its LEU to a third country, with Turkey 
saying it would be willing to assist. Tehran also publicly acknowledged the 



 

existence of a 2nd uranium enrichment plant 20km north of the city of Qom in a 
letter to the Agency.  
 

Recently new chief, Japanese lawyer and diplomat Yukiya Amano has given a 
much firmer stance on Iran. The Agency's recent report dated the 18th of 
&ÅÂÒÕÁÒÙ ςπρπ ÉÔ ÓÔÁÔÅÓ ÔÈÁÔ  ȰWhile the Agency continues to verify the non-
diversion of declared nuclear material in Iran, Iran has not provided the 
necessary cooperation to permit the Agency to confirm that all nuclear material 
ÉÎ )ÒÁÎ ÉÓ ÉÎ ÐÅÁÃÅÆÕÌ ÁÃÔÉÖÉÔÉÅÓȱȢ  
 
 

 
Source: NTI. Available at  http://www.nti.org/e_research/profiles_pdfs/Iran/iran_nuclear_sites.pdf  

 
 


